18 Veliko Turnovo Street

“BeAmko TbpHOBO" 18

American Ambassador’s Residence in Sofia

Pe3naeHUMS HO OMEPUKAHCKMA MOCAAHMK B Codoms



The residence of the U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria is a working symbol
of American diplomacy as well as the home of the personal
representative of the President of the United States. Bulgarian Tsar
Ferdinand and U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt formally
established diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1903;
however, the current Ambassador’s residence was not purchased
by the United States until 1947. Since that time, the house at 18
Veliko Turnovo Street has been home to all American Chiefs of
Mission and has witnessed a dynamic period of U.S.-Bulgarian
relations. From the Cold War to democracy and Bulgaria’s
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the residence
has served as a place fo promote American democratic principles

and the enduring friendship with the people of Bulgaria.

1. Today, Bulgarian antiquities, on loan from the OId Sofia Foundation,
grace the garden.



Pe3naeHUMITa HO AMEPUKAHCKMS MOCAQHMK B COdous € AEMCTBEHUST
CUMBOA HO OMEPUKAHCKATA AMMIAOMALLME, O CbLLLO TAOKA M AOMBT HA
AVMHHWS MPEACTABUTEA HA NPE3MAEHTA HO ChbeAMHEHUTE LLLATK.
BbArapckugr Lap PepAMHAHA U AMEPUKAHCKUAT MPE3nAEHT TeoAop
Py3BEAT OCPULIMAAHO YCTAHOBSBAT AMMAOMATUHECKM OTHOLLIEHMS
MeEXAY AeTe CcTpaHm npe3 1903 r. CerawHaTa pe3maAeHUMsI HO
MOCAQHUKA oBade e BmAaa 3akyneHa npes 1947 r. OT T031 MOMEHT
HAOTATBK KbLLLOTA HA YA. “BeAnko TbpHOBO" 18 € BUAC AOM HA BCUYKM
PBKOBOANTEAM HO AMEPUKAHCKATA MUCHS, CBUAETEA HO AMHOMMYHUTE
ObArOPO-AMEPUKAHCKM OTHOLLIEHM:. OT BpemeTo Ha CTyAaeHaTa
BOMHA A0 AEMOKPALMATA M YAEHCTBOTO HA BbArapms B
CeBEepPHOATAQHTUHECKMA NAKT PEMAEHLMETA € BDUMAQ MACTO 30
PA3NPOCTPAHABAHE HA AMEPUKAHCKMUTE AEMOKPATUYECKM MPUHLLUMN

M HO TPAMHO NPUSTEACTBO C HOPOAQ HA BbArapwms.

1. BbArQpPCKM QHTUYHK CKYANTYPM, MPEOTCTbNEHM OT dooHAaUMs " Ctapa Codoms'.



Situated in what is locally known as the
“diplomatic quarter” of Sofia, the U.S.
Ambassador’s residence is located in
one of the most prominent residential
neighborhoods in the city. Showcasing
architectural designs from Art Nouveau,
French neo-Baroque, and Bulgarian
Modernism, the neighborhood is

considered architecturally important

2. View of the residence and surrounding wall from the - and is home to a number of embassies
West Facade, 1942. . . X
and diplomatic residences.

It was also once the neighborhood of Todor Zhivkov, General Secretary of the
Communist Party from 1954 to 1989. The neighborhood is occasionally referred
to as Doctor’'s Garden after the nearby park and memorial commemorating
the doctors, nurses and medics who died during Bulgaria’s War of Liberation
(1877-1878). Many of the streets that surround Doctor’s Garden are also

named after battles from the War.

Veliko Turnovo, the street where the residence is
located, refers to both the former capital of
Bulgaria and the site where the First National

Assembly was convened in 1878.

3. Memorial in Doctor's Garden at the end of
the 19th Century.



Pa3noAoXeHa B TOKA HApEeYeHMs “AMMTAOMATUYECKM"” KBAPTAA Ha Codowms,
PE3NAEHLMITA HO AMEPUKAHCKMA MOCAQHWK CE€ HOMMPA B EAMH OT  HOM
-3006EAEXUTEAHNTE XUAULLLHK PAMOHM HO Codound. Kato nokassa
APXMTEKTYPEH AM3AMH B CTUA HQ OPT HYBO, PPEHCKM HEOBAPOK U
ObATAPCKN MOAEPHM3bM, KBOPTAABT CE€ CMATA 30 APXUTEKTYPHO 3HAYMM U

€ NPMIOTUA MHOTO MOCOACTBA U AMIAOMATHMHECKM PEINAEHLLNN.

ToBa € BUA 1 KBAPTAABLT HO TOAOP KMBKOB, FEHEPAAEH CEKPETAP HA
KOMYHUCTMYECKATA NApTUa OT 1954 1. A0 1989 1. ToHgKora Hapuyar
KBAPTAAC AOKTOPCKATA MPAAMHA 3APAAM BAM3KMS MAPK M MAMETHUK B
4ECT HO AOKTOPM, CECTOM M MEAMLIM, 3ATMHOAAM MO BPpeme HA Pycko-
TYPCKATA OCBOOOAMTEAHA BOMHA (1877-1878 r.). MHOroO OT YAULLUTE OKOAO

AOKTOPCKATA rPAAMHA CA ChLLLO HAOMMEHYBAHU HQ BUTKM OT BOMHATA.

“BeAnKo TbpHOBO", YAULLATA, HA KOITO C€ HAMMUPA PEINAEHLMETA, €
MMETO KAKTO HA BUBLLIATA CTOAMLLA HO BbArapMs, TOKA M HO MICTOTO,

KbAETO € BUAO CBMKAHO MbPBOTO HapoaHO cbBpaHume npes 1878 .

2. M3rAeA KbM PEUASHLIMATA 1 OTPAACTA OT 3ANaAHATA doacaaa, 1942.

3. NaMETHMKBT OT AOKTOPCKATA MPAAMHA OT Kpas Ha XIX Bek.



Constructed in 1936, the residence was
described as a “remarkable example of
Bulgarian Modernism”. The house has changed
little since it was originally built. Designed by the

architectural bureau of Stancho Belkovski &

Ivan Danchov, known for their designs of Sofia’s

4. Architect Stancho Belkovski at workin ~ POSt Office and BU|gOriCI Hall, the residence
1953. He also designed the second Ameri-
can Embassy, which was used from 1960

Unil 2004, reflects the strong influence of German

Bauhaus design on Bulgarian Modernism. Bulgarian artists were deeply
influenced by the design revolution that occurred in post-World War |
Germany. Bulgaria allied itself with Germany during the First World War and
had a long history of social and cultural ties to the German nation and
people. These ties led Bulgaria to again ally itself with Germany during the
Second World War, an event that dramatically altered the course of
Bulgaria’s history and which directly affected the original owner and builder
of the house at 18 Veliko Turnovo: Mr. Angel Kouyoumdiisky. World War Il
changed the lives of millions of Bulgarians, and Angel Kouyoumdijisky, the

builder of the house at 18 Veliko Turnovo, was no exception.
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5. Hotel Bulgaria is one of the most famous buildings
designed by Belkovski and Danchov.



NocTtpoeHa npe3 1936 1. Pe3nAeHXUMITA € CMATAHA 3d “3a6eAeXUTEAEH
MEUMEP HA BbATAPCKMI MOAEPHM3bM". KbLLLATA CE € MPOMEHUAC MAAKO,

OTKAKTO € BMAQ MOCTPOEHA.

MNpoeKTMpPAHa OT APXUTEKTYPHOTO Bopo Ha CTaH40 beAKkoBCkM M MBAH
AQHYOB, M3BECTHM C MPOEKTUTE CM HA noLaTta B Codousd 1 HA 3aAQ
wBbArapUa” , pE3NAEHULMITA OTPA39BA CUAHOTO BAMAHME HA rEPMAHCKATA
Bayxayc BbPXy ObAAPCKMI MOAEPHU3BM. BbAraApPCKMTE XYAOXHMLM CA
CUAHO MOBAMAHKM OT PEBOAIOLLMATA B AM3AMHA, KOATO HACTBLMBA B CAEABOEHHA
fepmaHug. BbAarapus ce cbiosgsa ¢ Fepmanus npes MNbpBaATa CBETOBHA BOMHA
M MMQ ABATA UCTOPUS HO COLLUAAHM U KYATYPHM BPB3KM C FTEPMOHCKMA HAPOA.
Te3u BPb3KM BOAAT OTHOBO BbArapms Kbm ChiodgsaHe C Mepmanmg npes Bropara
CBETOBHAO BOMHA - CbOUTHE, KOETO APAMATHMHHO MPOMEHS KYPCA HA
ObATAPCKATA UCTOPUSA M KOETO MPSKO 3ACIrd HOYAAHMS COOCTBEHMK U
CTPOMUTEA HO KbLLLATA HA YA. “BEAMKO TbpHOBO" 18: r-H AHreA KyloMAXMMCKM.
BropaTta cBeTOBHA BOMHA MPOMEHS XXMBOTA HO MUAMOHM BBATAPU, U AHTEA
KYIOMAXMNCKM, CTPOUTEAAT HA KbLLLAOTA HA YA."BeAurko TopHOBO" 18, He e

M3KAIOHEHME.

4. Apx. CTaH4o beAkoBcku npe3 1953 1. BEAKOBCKM MPOEKTUPA CbLLLO CTPAAQTA, B KOSTO OT
1960 r. A0 2004 r. ce NOMELLLOBA AMEPUKAHCKOTO MOCOACTBO.

5. AEKOPATUBHA BPATA B IDUAMHATA HO PE3UAEHLMATA.



Kouyoumdijisky, a wealthy Bulgarian of Jewish descent, studied in France
and lived briefly in Spain during World War |. He successfully founded sev-
eral banks in Bulgaria after the War. A cosmopolifan man, Kouyoumdijisky
was familiar with modern architectural design and hired popular architects
Belkovski and Danchov to design a “smaller and more cozy home”.
According to the architects, Kouyoumdjisky commissioned the house after
complaining that he and his family kept getting lost in their large, traditional
three-story house. However, before construction even began,
Kouyoumdijisky became fearful that his property might be confiscated in the
wake of the 1934 coup d'etat and the ensuing political situafion. He
fransferred the deed of the house o his company, hoping that its semi-

public status would protect the property during uncertain times.

When Bulgaria joined the Axis powers at the beginning of 1940,
Kouyoumdijisky and his family emigrated to the United States, where he
became a citizen in 1942. Shortly after his arrival, Kouyoumdijisky apparently
was recruited by the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) to assist with their
Balkan operations. As an OSS operative, Kouyoumdiisky appeared as a U.S.
Army colonel in Istanbul in 1943 to convince Bulgaria to break its alliance
with the Axis powers. During a series of covert meetings, Kouyoumdjisky
contacted the Bulgarian Minister to Turkey in an effort to convince the
Bulgarian Government to sever its relationship with Germany. The

subsequent swifch in alliance resulted in Bulgaria keeping all of its territory

after the War.



Kytomaxumickim, 6orat GbArapmH OT EBPENCKM MPOU3XOA, € YUUA BbB
PPAHLMA 1 € XMBAA 3a KPATKO B MICcnaHMg npe3 MNbpBATA CBETOBHA BOMHA.
CAeA BOMHATA, TOM YCMELLUHO OCHOBABA HAKOAKO BAHKM B BbArapus. Karto
KOCMOMOAUT, KYIOMAXMMCKM € BUA 3AMO3HAT C MOAEPHMA APXMUTEKTYPEH
AM30MH M HOEMA U3BECTHUTE APXMTEKTH BEAKOBCKM 1M AQHYOB AQ
NPOEKTUPAT ,,MAABK U1 YIOTEH AOM"”. Cnopea apxurekTmte KyloMAXUNCKN
Bb3AAIA KbLLLOTO CAEA KATO C€ OMAQKBQ, Y€ TOM M CEMENCTBOTO MY
NMPOABAXAOBAT AQ CE TYOST B TOAIMATA CU, TPAAMUMOHHA TPUETAXKHA KbLLLA.
Ho A0pU Npean CTPOUTEACTBOTO AQ € 3AMOYHAAO, KYIOMAXKMMCKHU Ce €
CTPOXYBAOA, Y€ HErOBATA COBCTBEHOCT B MOTAC AQ BbaE KOHJPUCKYBAHA MO
BPEME HA ABPXKABHUSA NPEBPAT Npe3 1934 r. 3aTOBA TOM NPEXBLPAS
HOTAPMAAHO KbLLLOTA 30 COBCTBEHOCT HO HETOBATA KOMMAHMSA, KATO Ce
HOASBQ, Y€ HEMHOTO MOAYABPXOBHO MOAOXKEHME OU 3ALLUTUAO MMOTA NPE3

HECUTYPHUTE BPEMEHA.

Koraro bvArapms ce npucbeAmMHsBA Kbm OCTA PUm, BEPAMH 1 TOKMO B
HO4YOAOTO Ha 1940 r. KYIOMAXMUCKM M CEMENCTBOTO MY EMUIPUPAT B
CbeAMHEHUTE LLLATU, KbAETO TOM MOAYHOBA FPOXKACHCTBO NMpe3 1942 r. MaAko
cAeA npucturaHeto cm B CALLL KyloMAXKMMCKM O4EBMAHO € BUA HaET OT
CAyx06aTa 3a cTparermieckm aemHocTn (CCA), 30 AQ CbTRYAHUYM B TEXHUTE
baAkaHckum onepaumn. Kato AerncTsyBaLLL CAYXMTEA HO CCA,
KYIOMAXMHUCKM Ce MOABABA B KAHYECTBOTO CH HO OMEPUKAHCKM MOAKOBHMK B
McTaHByA npes 1943, 30 AQ yBexxAaBa BbArapms AQ HOpPYLLUM Cbio3a CU CbC
cuamte o1 Octa. CAaea NopeAmLa OT TAMHU CpeLLM, KYIOMAXMMCKM ce
CBbP3BA C OATAPCKMA MBAHOMOLLLEH MMHUCTBP B TypLLMA B YCUAMSTA CH AQ
y6eAn BbArQpCKOTO NPABUTEACTBO AQ MPEYCTAHOBM OTHOLLIEHMSTA CU C
Fepmanug. Tpr NOCAEABAAOTO OTTENAIHE OT TO3M CbiO3 bbArapms 3anassa

BCHMYKMN CBOM TEPUTOPUU CAEA BOMHATA.



In 1944, U.S. Envoy Maynard Barnes, the first post-War representative in Sofia,
rented Kouyoumdjjisky's house at 18 Veliko Turnovo. Initially, the United States
Government was only interested in the house as a storage facility. Following
the 1947 Paris Peace Conference, the Bulgarian Communist Party started to
confiscate properties in order to pay Bulgaria's war debt. In an effort to
protect Kouyoumdijisky’s property from being seized, and to compensate him

for his service during the War, the United States Government purchased the

house in 1947.
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6. Chief of Mission Donald Heath was the first U.S. representative to live at the residence.
He was forced to leave Bulgaria when he was accused of spying and declared
persona non grata by the Bulgarian Communist government in 1950. He went on to
serve with distinction as Ambassador to Vietnam.



Mpe3 1944 r. aMEPUKAHCKMIT AMAOMOTUHECKM NPEACTABUTEA MEMHAPA
BaApHC, NMbpBMAT CAeABOEHEH NMpeAcTaBmTEA B COdOMs, HOEMA KbLLLATA HA
KYIOMAXKMIMCKM HA YA."BeAnKO TbpHOBO" 18. MbpBOHAYAAHO MMPABUTEACTBOTO
Ha CALLL € CMATAOAO AQ MOA3YBA KbLLLATA 30 CKAGA. CAea MNapuKKATa MUPHA
KOHdpepeHUMs Npe3 1947 r. ObArapCKATA KOMYHUCTMYECKA NAPTMS 3QMN04BA
AQ KOHOPUCKYBA MMOTH, 30 AQ MNAQTU ABATQ HO BbArapmg ot BomMHaTa. B
YCUAMETO CU AQ MPEAOTBPATU KOHAOUCKALMSA HO MMOTA HA KYIOMAXKMMCKU U
AQ C€ OTNAQTH 3a HETOBATA CAY>XOA MO BpeEME HA BOMHATA, [MPABUTEACTBOTO

Ha CALL kynyBa kbLLATA Npe3 1947 1.

6. LLledpbT HO MUCHATA AOHTAA XMIT € BUA MBPBMST AMEPUKAHCKM MPEACTABUTEA, KOMTO

€ XMBAA B PEMACHUMATA . TOM € BUA NPUHYAEH AQ HaNYCHE BbArapua, CAeA KaTo € BuA

OOBWHEH B LUMMOHAX 1 0OSBEH 3 nepCcoHA HOH rpaTa ot 6bAI’OpCKOTO KOMYHMCTMHECKO
NPOBMTEACTBO. HarpaaeH e 3a CAyX6aT1a Ci KATO MOCACHMK BbB B1eTHaM.



After the War, Angel Kouyoumdiisky continued to serve both Bulgaria
and his adopted homeland, the United States, by improving frade
relations and working with delegations at the 1947 Paris Peace
Conference. However, the ascent of the Bulgarian Communist Party in
1947 resulted in a dramatic deterioration of relations between the two

countries. Kouyoumdijisky moved permanently back to the United States,

where he died in 1966.

Starting in 1947, the Bulgarian Communist Party began a systematic
campaign of silencing democratic opposition and harassing the
American Delegation. In 1950, the Communist Government accused
Charge d'Affaires Donald Heath of spying and declared him persona
non grata. A series of restrictions on fravel and housing were issued and,
more seriously, three Bulgarian employees, who worked at the American
Embassy, were arrested and sentenced to death although the
sentenced were not carried out. The United States, convinced that it
was futile to pursue a relationship with the current government, severed
diplomatic relations. It would be almost a decade later before formal

diplomatic relations would resume between the two countries.



Chaea BOMHATA, AHreA KyloMAXMEB MPOABAXKABA AQ CAYXM KAKTO HA
BbArapms, TOKA M HO CBOATA BTOPA POAMHA, CbEANHEHMUTE LLLATH, KATO
NOANOMArd NOAOBPSBAHETO HA TbPrOBCKMTE OTHOLLIEHMS MEXAY ABETE
CTPAHM M KATO AEAETAT HA [TapUMXKKATA MUPHA KOHdbepeHLma npes 1947
r. Bb3XOABT HO OBbArAPCKATA KOMYHUCTMHECKA NAPTUS Npe3 1947 1. obaye
BOAM AO APOMATUYHO BAOLLIOBAHE HA OTHOLLIEHUATA MEXKAY ABETE
CTPAHU. KYIOMAXMMCKM CE NPEMECTBA AQ XMBEE MOCTOSHHO B CALLL,

KbAETO YMUPA Npe3 1966 T.

Mpe3 1947 r., GbArapCcKATA KOMYHUCTMYECKA NAPTUS 3AMNOYBA
CUCTEMATUYHA KAMMAHMS 3Q 3ArAYLLABAHE HO AEMOKPATUYHATA
OMoO3nLMA 1 30 HOMOAKKM CpeLLy AMEPUKAHCKATA Aeraums. Mpe3 1950 .
KOMYHUCTUYECKOTO MPABUTEACTBO OOBMHABA 3AMECTHUK-NMOCACHMKA

AOHOAA XMHT B LUMMOHCK M TO OOSBABA 30 MepCoHA HOH rpaTa.

HaAoXeHu ca nopeaAmua OT OFPAHUYEHMS B MbTYBAHETO U XXMAMLLIHOTO
CTPOUTEACTBO, U - KOETO € MO-CEPUO3HO, TOMMA ObATAPCKM CAYXKUTEAM,
paboTeLlm B AMEPUKAHCKOTO MOCOACTBO, CA APECTYBAHM M CA OCbAEHU
HO CMbBPT, HO MPUCBAMTE HE CA U3MbAHEHM.

Y6eaeHo, 4ye e Be3MOAE3HO AQ CE MOABPXXAT OTHOLLIEHMS C TOrABALLHOTO
ObATAPCKO MPABUTEACTBO, MNPABUTEACTBOTO Ha CALLL NnpeycTtaHoBsABa
AMMAOMATMYECKUTE OTHOLLIEHMS C BbAarapusa. Caea aeceTuaetne

ANMAOMATHUHECKUTE OTHOLLIEHNA MEXAY ABETE CTOAHUM CA Bb3CTAHOBEHMUN.



Since 1959, the U.S. residence
at 18 Veliko Turnovo has been
at the heart of U.S. diplomatic
activity in Bulgaria. Over the
years, each Ambassador has
brought his or her own style

and personal diplomacy to

7. Ambassador Eugenie Anderson (seated center with the residence. Beginningin
pearl necklace) in the dining room at the residence, 1962.
Ambassador Anderson was the first American woman to 1962, Ambassador Anderson
be appointed to the rank of Ambassador and the first
woman to serve as Chief of a Diplomatic Mission in a Sponsored several high—profile

Soviet bloc country.

visits from American experts in
jurisprudence, economics and agriculture. In 1963, Chief Justice Earl War-
ren and Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman both visited Sofia and the
residence as part of a bilateral initiative by Ambassador Anderson to spur
discussion between Americans and Bulgarians on issues that were not

shaped solely by ideology.

At the height of the Cold War, when Americans were prevented from freely
mingling with the Bulgarian public, the cultural programs and receptions at
the residence provided the only real opportunity to have meaningful
contfact with Bulgarian citizens not working for the government. This forced
American Ambassadors to carefully choose events that would not only
demonstrate American values but also resonate culturally with the Bulgarian

people.



Caea 1959 1. pe3sraAeHUMATA CTABA CbPLETO HA AUMMAOMATUYECKATA
AenHocT Ha CALLL B Bvarapms. MNpes roAMHUTE BCEKM MOCAOHMK NPUACBA
CBOS CTUA U AMMHUTE CU AMMAOMATUYECKM BUDKAOHUS 30 PEMAEHUMLTA.
Oue npes 1962 r., TOCAQHWK AHABPCBH OUHAHCUPA HAKOAKO MOCELLLEHMS
HO BUCOKOMOCTABEHM AMEPUKAHCKM EKCMEePTH BbB OBAACTTA HA
doUAOCOdUI HO MPABOTO, MKOHOMMKATA U CEACKOTO CTOMAHCTBO. [pe3
1963 . TAQBHMAT CbAMS BPA YOPbBH M ABPXKABHUAT CEKPETAP MO CEACKO
ctonaHcTeo OpPBUA PpUMMaH nocelaBat Codoms U PEMAEHLMITA KATO
4OCT OT ABYCTPOHHATA MHULLMATMBA HA MOCACQHMK AHABPCBHH AQ MOOLLLPOU
ANCKYCUUTE MEXAY OMEPUKAHLLM M BBAFAPK MO TEMMU, KOUTO HE CA

SANHCTBEHO MOAEAMPAHU OT MAEOAOTHA.

B pasrapa Ha CTyAeHATa BOMHA, KOFrATO AMEPUKAHLLUTE Ca BUAK
Bb3MPENATCTBYBAHM CBOOOAHO AC OOLLLYBAT C BbArQPCKATA OOLLLECTBEHOCT,
KYATYPHUTE MPOrPAMM U MPUEMM B PEUMAEHLMATA CA BUAM € AMHCTBEHATA
PECAHA Bb3MOXKXHOCT 30 3HAYUM KOHTAKT C ObATAPCKUTE TPAXACOHKM, KOUTO
He paboTar 3a NPABUTEACTBOTO HO CALLL. TOBG KOPQ AMEPUKAHCKUTE
NOCAQHULUYM BHUMATEAHO AQ MOABUPAT TAKMBA MPOTPAMM, KOUTO HE CAMO
MOKA3BAT AMEPUKAHCKMTE LLEHHOCTH, HO U AQ OTKAMKBAT C KYATYPHMS CH

ACMeKT HAO O4AKBAHOTO OT 6b/\FCIpl/ITe.

7. TOCAQHKK FOAXMIMHM AHABPCBH (B COEAATA C NEPAEHATA OrbPAMLLA). TOCAQHKK
AHABPCBH € MbPBATA XEHA, HA3HAYEHA 30 NOCACQHMK B CTPAHA OT OMBLLMS
COUMNAAUNCTUNHECKM BOAOK.



In the early 1980's, Ambassador and Mrs. Barry invited acclaimed film director
Alan Pakula to Sofia for a special screening of the Oscar winning film Sophie’s
Choice, which described the horrors of Nazi German concentration camps. This
movie was not only an example of a culturally significant American film but
one that indirectly praised Bulgaria for successfully saving 50,000 Bulgarian

Jews from a similar fate during World War II.

Between 1960 and 1989, the Bulgarian
Government severely restricted
Bulgarians from visiting the residence.
During Ambassador Levitsky's tenure in
the mid-1980’s, a special showing of

Moby Dick was arranged at the

residence for a group of literature

8. Ambassador Bohlen had the sun porch enclosed .
in glass in the late 1990's. professors. Captain Ahab served as an

appropriate, albeit subtle, allegory for the political despotism of then-ruling
Communist leader Todor Zhivkov (a former resident of the neighborhood), who
was later deposed and placed under house arrest in 1989. These social and
cultural initiatives have continued with each successive ambassador and have
resulted in a cultural legacy that continues to shape bilateral relations today.
Since 1989, Bulgarians again freely visit the residence, and U.S. Ambassadors
host Bulgarians from all walks of life at a full range of social and

representational events held there.



Mpe3 80-Te roAMHU, MOCACHUWK Bapu U CbNPYTraTa MYy KOHST M3BECTHUS COUAMOB
pexuncbop AAAH lMNMakyAaa B Codoms 30 CNELUMAAHATA MPOXeEKUMS HA
cneveAnans Ockap OUAM “U360pbT Ha Cocgpu”, KOMTO OMUCBA Y)KACUTE B

KOHLLAQTepUTE B HOLLUCKA [E€PMAHMS.

To31 POUAM HE € CAMO NPUMEP HA KYATYPHO 3HAYMM OMEPUKAHCKM COUAM, HO
CbLLLO TOKO KOCBEHO Bb3XBAAABA BbArapwms 3a ycnexa mn aa cnacu 50 000

ObAraPCKM eBpemn OT MOAOBHA CbaDA Npe3 Bropata CBETOBHA BOMHA.

Mexay 1960 1 1989 . GbArapCKOTO NPABUTEACTBO CTPOTO ONPAHMYABA
MOCELLLEHMATA HO BDbATAPUTE B PEIMAEHLMATA. 10 Bpeme MAHAATA HA
MOCAQHMK AEBULLKM MPE3 CPEAATA HO OCEMAECETTE TOAMHU € OPTAHMU3MPAHO
CMELMAAHO NPEACTABIHE HO OUAMA MOBU AMK MpeA rpyna NpenoACBATEAMU
no AmMTepPATYypPd. KanutaH AXQB € B POASTA HO MPUKPUTA AAErOpUS - AAEropUs
HO MOAUTUHECKMI AECMOTU3bM HO TOFOBA YMPABAIBALLLUA KOMYHUCTUYECKM
Amaep Toaop XMBKOB [XKMBSA B ChLLLMS KBAPTAA), KOMTO Npe3 1989 r. e CBAAEH U
MOCTOBEH MOA AOMALLEH ApeCT. COUMAAHUTE U KYATYPHU MHULIMATUBM
MPOABAXOBAT C BCEKM CAEABALLL MOCACHMK M CbCTABAT KYATYPHO HOCAEACTBO,
KOETO MPOABAXKOABA AQ ODOPMA ABYCTPAHHUTE OTHOLLIEHUS M A0 AHEC. CAea
1989 r. GbATAPUTE OTHOBO CBOOOAHO MOCELLIABAT PEIMAEHUMATA U
nocAarmumte Ha CALLL KOHST TOM XOPQ OT BCHMYKM Bb3MOXHM CApepm HA LLIMPOK

KPbBr OT COLMAAHM M MPEACTABUTEAHU CPELLM.

8. MMOCAQHMK BOYABH OCTBKASBA 3MMHATA rPaAMHa npes 1990 .



9. A painting by John Singer Sargent hangs in the
living room in the representational area.

The Ambassadors and their families have shaped and changed the design of
the house during the last 50 years. When originally constructed, the residence
was designed for a wealthy family that entertained casually. As the official
residence of the American Ambassador, the house is used for both formal and
informal occasions. Few structural changes have been needed over the years.
These additions have included enclosing the sun porch with glass and adding
a powder room for guests in the representational areas; creating an upstairs
patio in the family area; and renovating the kitchen, staff area, and laundry

room.

10. The dining room in the residence. In 1979, the residence was
designated a cultural landmark by the Government of Bulgaria.



MOCAQHULIUTE U TEXHUTE CEMEMCTBA OTDOPMST U MPOMEHST AM3AMHA HA KbLLLATA
npes3 NOCAEAHUTE NeTAECET TOAMHU. PK NOCTPOSBAHETO CU PE3UAESHUMATA €
BUAC NPOEKTUPAHA 3a BOTrATO CEMEMNCTBO, KOETO KAHM FOCTM CAMO OT BPEME
Ha Bpeme. Tbit KATO € OCPULIMAAHCO PE3UAEHLIMS HO AMEPUKAHCKMA MOCACHMK,
KbLLLOTO C€ M3MOA3YBA KAKTO 30 OCOULMAAHM, TOKA U 30 HEOTOULIMOAHU HYXKAM.
Mpe3 roAMHUTE € MMAAO HYXAQ CAMO OT HAKOAKO CTRYKTYPHU NPOMEHU. Tesu
AOMbAHEHMSA BKAIOYBAT OCTbKASBAHE HO 3MMHATA NPAAMHA M TOOGAETHA 30 FOCTM B
NPEACTOBUTEAHATA YACT; U3NPOXKACQHE HA MATHUO HA FOPHUS ETAX B CEMEMHATA
4OCT M OBHOBABAHE HA KYXHSATA, U3MPAXKAQHE HA NMOMELLLEHME 30 MEPCOHAAA M HA

NnepaAHaTa.

9. KapmiHa oT AxoH CrHbp CapAXBHT € OKA4YeHA BbB BCEKMAHEBHATA HA
NPEACTOBMTEAHATA YACT.

10. M3raea OT Tpane3apuaTa B pesnaeHumstTa. MNpes 1979 r. pesmaeHumItTa
MOAYHQBQA CTATYT HA KYATYPHO 3A6EAEXUTEAHOCT.



In addition, the garden was dramatically transformed in 2003 with the
installation of a fountain, replacing the stone and brick pathways to make
them more aesthetically consistent with the design of the house, and new
decorative wrought iron gates. The garden’s design has also been
considerably enhanced with Bulgarian antiquities, on loan from the OId Sofia
Foundation. Beautiful columns and elegant statuary from antiquity now blend

harmoniously with the garden.

Today, the residence serves as the heart and home of American diplomacy
in Bulgaria. The residence continues to be used by each successive
Ambassador as a venue to strengthen bilateral relations and to promote
democracy. Established fraditions, such as the annual Fourth of July
recepftion, demonstrate America’s confinued commitment to foster a strong
and lasting friendship with the Bulgarian people. While Mission
representational events engender morale within the Embassy community,

the residence serves as a symbol of America for all Americans far from home.

11. Secretary of State Colin L. Powell greeting Embassy staff and
family members in the residence garden, May 2003.



B AOMbAHEHME TPAAMHATA € KOPEHHO NpomeHeHa npes 2003 r. ¢ MOHTUPAHETO
HO JOOHTAH M MOAMEHSHETO HO KAMEHHUTE U TYXAEHUTE MbTEKM, 30 AQ ObAAT
eCTeTMYECKM CbBMECTUMMU C AM3AMHA HA KbLLIATA M HOBUTE AEKOPATUBHM BPATH

OT KOBAHO XEAA30.

PAAMHATA NPAOBK OLLLE MO-TOASMO MPUCHCTBUETO HO BbATAPCKMTE CTAPUHM,
B3eTM Ha3aem oT dpoHaaums “Crapa Codoms”. KpacuBM KOAOHM U M3FLLLIHM

CTATYMN OT AHTMYHOCTTA Cera XApMOHMYHO Ce CAMBAT C IPAAMHATA.

AHec pe3nAeHUMITA € ChpLE U AOM HO AMEPUKAHCKATA AMIAOMALLMS B
BvArapusa. Ta NPOABAXAOBA AQ CE€ MOA3BA OT BCEKM CAEABALLL MOCAOHMK KATO
MSACTO 30 YKPEMBAHE HA ABYCTPOHHUTE OTHOLLIEHMSA 1 30 MOAKPENA HA
ASMOKPALMATA. YCTAHOBEHM TPAAMLMM, KATO TOAMLLHMS MPOUEM 30 4ETBBPTH
IOAM, MOKA3BAT XXEAQHMETO HO AMEPMUKA AQ MOAABPXKO CUAHO M ABATOTPOMHO
MPUATEACTBO C OBATAPCKMA HOPOA. AOKATO MPEACTABUTEAHUTE CHOUTUA HA
NMOCOACTBOTO OTPA349BAT HPABCTBEHUTE PA3OUPAHMS HO AMEPUKAHCKATA
OBLLHOCT, COMATA PEINAEHLLUI CAYXM KATO CUMBOA HO AMEPMKA 30 BCUYKM

AMEPUKAHLN, KOUTO CA AAAEY OT AOMA.

11. AbpxxaBHMAT cekpeTap KoAMH lMNaybA ce CpeLLLa CbC CAYXXMTEAN HA [TOCOACTBOTO
1 YAEHOBE HO CEMEMCTBATA MM Npe3 mai 2003 r. B rPAAMHATA HA PE3UASHUMATA.



American Chiefs of Mission at 18 Veliko Turnovo Street

American envoys to Bulgaria who so far have resided at 18 Veliko Turnovo

are listed below. The U.S. Ambassador, or Chief of Mission, is the
highest-ranking American official in Bulgaria. The position’s full fitle includes
“"Extraordinary,” signifying the bearer is the personal representative of the
President, and “Plenipotentiary,” denoting the Ambassador’s full powers to
negotiate.

Minister Donald R. Heath (1947-1950)

Minister Edward Page, Jr. (1959-1962)

Minister Eugenie Anderson (1962-1964)

Minister Nathaniel Davis (1965-1966)

Ambassador John M. McSweeney (1966-1970)

Ambassador Horace G. Torbert, Jr. (1970-1973)

Ambassador Martin F. Herz (1974-1977)

Ambassador Raymond L. Garthoff (1977-1979)

Ambassador Jack R. Perry (1979-1981)

Ambassador Robert L. Barry (1981-1984)

Ambassador Melvin Levitsky (1984-1987)

Ambassador Sol Polansky (1987-1990)

Ambassador Kenneth Hill (1990-1993)

Ambassador Wiliam D. Montgomery (1993-1994)

Ambassador Avis T. Bohlen (1996-1999)

Ambassador Richard M. Miles (1999-2002)

Ambassador James W. Pardew (2002-2005)

Ambassador John R. Beyrle (2005-2008)
Ambassador Nancy McEldowney (2008-present)



AMEPUKAHCKUTE AUMTAOMATHUYECKHU NMPEACTABUTEAU, KOUTO CA

XXMBEAU HA YA. "BeAnko TbpHOBO" 18

AMEPUKAHCKUTE AMIAOMATUHECKM MPEACTABUTEAM, KOUTO CA XMBEAU HA YA.
"BeAmkoTbpHOBO" 18, ca M3BpPOeHM No-A0AY. MocAaHMKBT Ha CALLL (MAK
LLEedOBT HO MUCHETA) € AMEPUKAHCKMAT CAY>KUTEA C HOM-BUCOK PAHT BbB
bvAarapus. NMbAHOTO HOMMEHOBAHME HO AABXKHOCTTA € "M3BbHPEAEH U
MbAHOMOLLLEH MOCACHMUK" M O3HOYABA, Y€ U3MBAHUTEAAT U € AMYEH
NPEACTABUTEA HA MPE3MAEHTA U MMA MbAHO MPABO AQ YYOCTBA B MPETOBOPU.

MuHMCT P AOHOAA P. Xt (1947-1950)

MunHmcTep EAyapa Menax macaum (1959-1962)

MUHUCTBP KOAXKMMHUM AHABPCHH (1962-1964)

MuHucTEP HaTtaHubA AerBra, (1965-1966)

MNMocAaHUK AXKOH MakcymiHm (1966-1970)

MNMocaanuk Xopac . TopbbvpT, MAaaLLM (1970-1973)

MocAaHuK MapTiH P. XbpTC (1974-1977)

MNMocAaHUK PermbHA A. TapTxos (1977-1979)

MNocAaHuK Axxek P. Mepwu (1979-1981)

MNocAaHuk PoBbpT A. Bepmn (1981-1984)

MNocAaHUK MeABUH AeBuLkM (1984-1987)

MNocAaHuk Coa MNMoaaHckm (1987-1990)

MocaaHuk KeHeT Xua (1990-1993)

MOCAGHUK YUAIM A. MOHTTOMBPM (1993-1996)

MNocAaHUK EMBUC BoyAbH (1996-1999)

MNocAaHuK Pudapa Mamac (1999-2002)

MNocAaHuk Axkenmc TMapato (2002-2005)

MocAaHUK AXXOH barbpam (2005-2008)

NMocAaHUK HaHCKM MakbAAQyHM (2008-)
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