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Letter from Ambassador John Beyrle 
This month, as       
Bulgaria celebrates 
the 130th anniversary 
of its independence, 
I’ve been re-reading 
the story of one of the 
lesser-known but   
important historical          
connections between 
Bulgaria and the 
United States – the 

role of American journalist Januarius MacGahan 
in the liberation of Bulgaria in 1876-1878.   

When you say “Januarius MacGahan” to        
Bulgarians, with the common American         
pronunciation of his last name, most of them 
won’t know who you are talking about.  But when 
you pronounce it “MAGAHAN,” almost all       
Bulgarians recognize it; there are streets and 
squares named for him throughout Bulgaria.  
Bulgarians mainly think he is British, because he 
wrote mostly for the London Daily News.       
However, he was very American, born in New 
Lexington, Ohio.    

MacGahan traveled to Bulgaria in July and    
August of 1876 with Eugene Schuyler, an   
American diplomat based in Constantinople, to 
investigate stories of massacres in Bulgaria  
following the April Uprising.  MacGahan went to 
Batak and other sites of massacres, and wrote 
eyewitness accounts of what he saw, which were 
reprinted all over Europe, and created a great 
wave of public sentiment for Bulgarian          
independence. 

What was MacGahan’s main contribution to 
Bulgarian history? 

The best way to answer this is to imagine what 
Bulgarian history would have been like if 
MacGahan had not come to Bulgaria. 

- If MacGahan had not written about what he 
saw, no one outside of Bulgaria would have 
known what happened at Batak and many other 
villages in Bulgaria.  It would have been like the 
tree falling in a forest with no one to hear it; an 
unanswered cry for help. 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

  
 

 

March 6 – 23: 12th Sofia             
International Film Festival (see 
page 4 for films the U.S. Embassy is             
sponsoring). 
 
March 17: Exhibition opening of 
photographs taken by Roma 
youth, organized by American 
artist Kathryn Jellinghaus.  Sre-
dets Gallery, 17 Stamboliski, 
18:30.  The exhibition will run 
through March 24. 
 
March 18: DeeDee Bridgewater 
jazz concert, NDK, Hall 1, 19:00. 
 
March 19: Basso Moderno Duo 
concert, Czech Center, 100 
Rakovski, 18:00. 

THE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM  
 
A year of professional enrichment 
in the United States for          
experienced professionals from 
designated countries undergoing 
development or political        
transition.  
 
Please contact the Fulbright 
Commission for more information 
about application procedures.  
Click here for a list of eligible 
countries and in-country contact 
information. 

 

Public Affairs Office 
U.S. Embassy 

16, Kozyak Street 
Sofia 1407, Bulgaria 

Telephone: +359 2 937 5100 
Fax number: +359 2 937 5320 
http://bulgaria.usembassy.gov 

General E-mail Box: 
sofia@usembassy.bg 

- Without MacGahan’s reports in the British 
press, the British public and British              
government, and then the European public, 
would have been completely ignorant of what 
was happening in the Balkans, right on the 
edge of Europe.  

- Without MacGahan’s reports, the British    
Government might well have decided to back 
Turkey in any conflict with Russia.  It’s doubtful 
that Russia could have liberated Bulgaria if 
Britain had been allied with Turkey.   

- Without MacGahan’s reports, the                
independence of Bulgaria from the Ottoman 
Empire might have been long delayed.  This 
might be the 90th birthday of Bulgaria’s       
independence, rather than the 130th           
anniversary.  

I see two lessons in all of this that are relevant 
to Bulgaria and the United States today, 130 
years later. 

First: a free press matters.  One journalist    
exposing the truth, like Januarius MacGahan, 
can prove more powerful than all the            
governments of Europe. 

And the second lesson is that Americans have 
been friends and supporters of Bulgaria since 
the very beginning of your statehood.  Bulgaria 
matters to us as a friend and ally.  I am proud 
that an American journalist played an important 
part in the birth of the modern Bulgarian state, 
which is now democratic and free.  And in a 
very real sense, the work that the U.S. Embassy 
does every day to lend support to Bulgarians as 
they build a stronger nation is a legacy – and a   
continuation – of his efforts.   

 

Sincerely, 

John Beyrle 
Ambassador of the United States 

 

 

U.S. EMBASSY SOFIAU.S. EMBASSY SOFIAU.S. EMBASSY SOFIA   
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In the NewsIn the NewsIn the News   

Peace Corps Director Ronald Tschetter Visits Bulgaria 

In Pazardjik, on February 26, Ambassador 
Beyrle presented awards to the winners of 
the Best Roma Entrepreneur 2007contest.  
The contest was part of the USAID Global 
Development Alliance project to provide  
microloans to Roma entrepreneurs.  Lilia 
Borissova from Sofia won the competition  
for her successful beauty salon.  

Levent Karamfilov from the village of Strajets 
and Nenko Ognyanov from Pazardjik took    
second and third place in the competition and 
were also at the ceremony. 
 - Ambassador Beyrle’s Remarks  
 - More About  Alliance for Inclusive Business 
Development of Roma Communities in       
Bulgaria Program 
 

Ambassador Beyrle, Prime Minister Sergei Stanishev, 
Peace Corps Director Ronald Tschetter, and Peace 
Corps Country Director Lesley Duncan pose after  

discussing Peace Corps programs in Bulgaria.  

Peace Corps Director Ronald Tschetter     
visited Sofia on February 20, when he met 
with President Parvanov, Prime Minister  
Stanishev, and members of the media.  
Throughout the day, he explained the       
mission of the Peace Corps around the    
world and expressed his appreciation   

for the warm reception that Peace Corps    
Volunteers have received in Bulgaria.     
During his stay, he also traveled to sites 
where some of the 140 volunteers currently 
serving in Bulgaria work. 

U.S. and Bulgaria Sign Implementing Arrangements for Defense Cooperation Agreement 

On February 28, the United States and Bulgaria 
signed eleven of the twelve Implementing   
Arrangements concerning  specifics of the  
Defense Cooperation Agreement.  Vice Admiral 
Richard Gallagher and Lieutenant General  
Galimir Pehlivanov signed the Implementing 
Arrangements covering issues related to the 
Joint Commission, Security, Real Estate, 
Claims, Tax Exemption, Contracting Procedures,  

Operations, Customs, Labor, Criminal Jurisdic-
tion, and Environment.  After the agreements 
were signed, Defense Minister Veselin Bliznakov 
and Ambassador Beyrle spoke on the continued 
strength of the bilateral relationship between the 
two countries.  
 - Remarks by Ambassador Beyrle  
 - List of Signed Implementing Arrangements 

Ambassador Beyrle Praises the Bulgarian Government’s Efforts to Combat “Protected Smuggling” 

Ambassador Beyrle answers a question about corruption in 
Bulgaria during the Sunday evening interview on NOVA TV. 

On February 10, Ambassador Beyrle gave a 30-
minute live interview on the national broadcast 
of NOVA TV's weekly talk show Na Chetiri Ochi.  
He praised the Bulgarian government's       
announcement earlier in the day of its intention 
to shut down duty free shops that had been a 
source of “protected smuggling” in Bulgaria for 
many years.   

The Ambassador said it’s in both American 
and Bulgarian interests for the government 
and the political system to be transparent 
and predictable to the utmost degree, and 
this decision was another method of        
demonstrating such openness. (see video 
parts - #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6) 

Vice Admiral Richard Gallagher and Lieutenant General 
Galimir Pehlivanov shake hands after signing eleven 

Implementing Arrangements to the Defense Cooperation 
Agreement.  Ambassador Beyrle and Defense Minister 

Bliznakov also enjoy the moment. 

Lilia Borissova speaks to the assembled crowd after winning 
the Best Roma Entrepreneur 2007 contest.  Ambassador Beyrle 
and USAID Mission Director Michael Fritz also congratulate her 

on her success. 

Awards for Top Roma Entrepreneurs 
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IssuesIssuesIssues   
Pleven Regional Library Opens American Shelf 

Ambassador Beyrle congratulates Pleven Regional Library 
Director Anya Mihova after opening the American Shelf on 

February 13.  

On Wednesday, February 13, Ambassador 
Beyrle paid a visit to the town of Pleven, 
where he opened an American Shelf at the 
Pleven Regional Library.  This Shelf is the 
sixth in a series of American reference 
book collections donated by the U.S.     
Embassy in Sofia to public libraries around 
Bulgaria.     

During the trip, Ambassador Beyrle met with 
Mayor Zelenogorsky and Regional Governor 
Tsvetkov.  He also participated in a discus-
sion at the Foreign Language School in 
Pleven, during which the students shared 
their vision of their own future and the future 
of their  country. 

 

Ambassador Beyrle Meets with Journalists Against Corruption 
Members of the Journalists Against       
Corruption Club shared their experience in 
reporting on corruption cases in a meeting 
with Ambassador Beyrle on January 29.  
During the conversation, the journalists 
outlined some of the challenges they face 
in their everyday work, and Ambassador 
Beyrle pointed out that the solution to this 

every Bulgarian.  He also said that America 
will continue to support Bulgaria’s           
anti-corruption efforts.  At the end of the 
meeting, Reneta Nikolova, Chairperson of 
the Journalists Against Corruption Club, 
presented Ambassador Beyrle with a      
certificate naming him as an honorary  
member of the Club. 

Ambassador Beyrle stands with members of the Journalists 
Against Corruption Club.  

USAID in Bulgaria 1990-2007 
A Story of Partnership and Progress. The new report       
commemorates the closing of USAID's  program in Bulgaria.  

 

Spotlight on AlumniSpotlight on AlumniSpotlight on Alumni   
 

 
When Dr. Ellen Greenberg, arrived to Bulgaria 
in January 1992 as a consultant on graduate 
management education, she didn’t have the 
intention to move to Bulgaria full time.  And 
now she has been here nearly 14 years.  With 
an MBA and Ph.D. in organizational behavior 
and management from Columbia University, 
she received her first Fulbright Senior Scholar 
award to teach at the University of National 
and World Economy (UNWE) in Sofia.  

This was followed by a second Fulbright 
award, and by funding from the Civic        
Education Project.  In addition to seven years 
at UNWE as a Professor of Management,   

she taught at the American University in     
Bulgaria, and is currently teaching at Sofia 
University “Kliment Ohridski” and the City  
University of Seattle.  

Eleven years ago, Dr. Ellen Greenberg         
became the co-owner and co-director of a  
private medical center in Sofia, the Diagnostic 
and Consultative Center “Dr. I. S. Greenberg.”  
The Center is named after her father, who had 
been a doctor in New York State.  The clinic is 
now one of the oldest and largest clinics in       
Bulgaria.  It is a model clinic for Bulgarian 
health system. Dr. Ellen Greenberg 

 

  Medical Center “Dr. I. S. Greenberg”   

Download the report. (5MB, PDF) 

http://bulgaria.usaid.gov/cdir/bulgaria.usaid.gov/files/Glossy_en_web.pdf�
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Security Officer Gregory Houston visited two magnet schools in north-western Bulgaria – Assen Zlatarov in Vidin and Nayden 
Gerov in Lom where he addressed students from grades 10 and 11 on the importance of education, making the right      
decisions, staying out of trouble, and becoming involved in the community. 

In the CommunityIn the CommunityIn the Community   

Four members of the Embassy staff joined the Mayor of 
Strumyani   Municipality on February 2 for the annual 
Festivities of the Wine Gods.  Carolyn Turpin, Sean      
Hantak, Tamika Cameron, and Jay Blodgett visited   
Strumyani, where they danced, saw the greeting  

for the Wine God and the coronation of the Wine King, 
and spoke with many local residents.  Everyone       
involved enjoyed the opportunity to share an important 
cultural experience in the local community. 

 

Security Officer Gregory Houston with 
students.  

Participants in the Festivities of the Wine Gods 
pose with visiting Embassy staff after completing 

the official ceremony. 

Strumyani Invites Embassy Staff to Celebrate Wine Gods 

 

The 12th Sofia International Film Festival will take place March 6-23, 2008 in Sofia at the following      
venues: Hall 1 of NDK, Lumiere Cinema, Dom na Kinoto, Odeon, Euro Cinema, French Cultural Institute, Czech Center. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The American films supported by the 
U.S. Embassy to be shown at the   
festival and their screening times are:  
 
  

THERE WILL BE BLOOD THERE WILL BE BLOOD by Paul Thomas 
Anderson – March 7 at 19:30 at Dom na 
Kinoto; March 22 at 20:30 at Lumiere     
Cinema 
  
I’M NOT THERE I’M NOT THERE by Todd Haynes – March 8 
at 20:00 at Hall 1 of NDK; March 9 at Dom 
na Kinoto; March 10 at 21:30 at Euro  
Cinema; March 13 at 23:00 at Dom na 
Kinoto  

GOYA’S GHOSTS GOYA’S GHOSTS by Milos Forman – March 15 
at 19:00 at Hall 1 of NDK; March 17 at 20:30 
at Dom na Kinoto; March 20 at 21:00 at the 
Lumiere Cinema; March 23 at 22:30 at Dom  
na  Kinoto 
 
  

SCOOP SCOOP by Woody Allen – March 21 at 16:30 at 
the Lumiere Cinema; March 23 at 20:30 at 
Dom na Kinoto 
 
 

Embassy Officers Around Bulgaria 
Political Officer Joslyn Mack-Wilson visited Veliko Turnovo and the nearby towns of Pavlikeni and Pleven as part of an      
outreach trip organized jointly by the Political and Public Affairs sections.  She promoted higher education in the U.S.,      
explained our complex electoral process, and fielded questions on presidential candidates when she visited two local       
high schools, meeting Peace Corps Volunteers along the way.  She also paid visits to long standing USAID partners and           
Democracy Commission NGOs, such as Amalipe, a Roma-rights organization, and Girls Leading Our World ("GLOW"),               
a summertime leadership camp for girls. 

Consular Officer Carolyn Turpin traveled to Russe and Svishtov on February 21 – 22 to speak at the Foreign Language 
School in Russe and at both the University of Russe and University of Svishtov.  In her conversations with the students, she 
provided extensive information about the opportunities for educational exchanges in the United States as well as about the 
Summer Work and Travel program. 

Carolyn Turpin laughs with the class during 
one of her discussions with high school 

students. 

BRANDOBRANDO  by Mimi Freedman and Leslie Greif 
(Documentary) – March 19 at 19:00 at the 
French Cultural Institute; March 20 at 21:00 at 
the Euro Cinema 
 
 

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS: UNTITLED RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS: UNTITLED   
DOCUMENTARY DOCUMENTARY by David Hausen – March 15 at 
22:30 at Dom na Kinoto; March 16 at 21:00 at 
the French Cultural Institute; March 18 at 22:30 
at Dom na Kinoto 
 
 

DON ELLIS: ELECTRIC HEART DON ELLIS: ELECTRIC HEART by John Vizzusi 
(Documentary) – March 9, 20:30 at Lumiere 
Cinema; March 10 at 21:30 at the French     
Cultural Institute 
 
  

THE SAVAGES THE SAVAGES by Tamara Jenkins – March 21 at 
20:30 at the Lumiere Cinema; March 22 at 
18:00 at the Lumiere Cinema; March 23 at 
18:00 at Dom na Kinoto 

In Veliko Turnovo, Joslyn Mack-Wilson 
makes martinitsas with Roma children.  Her 

visit was widely covered in local media.  
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