PEACE CORPS BULGARIA




.Peace Corps worldwide

The Peace Corps was established on
~March 1, 1961 by United States
President John F. Kennedy. Peace Corps
aims  to promote peace and under-
standmg among people WorldW1de by
sendlng Amerlcan volunteers to hve and
work together -with the host country-
nationals.

As of 20 10, nearly 200,0_00 Peace Corps
Volunteers have served in 139 countries. -

Peace Corps in Bulgarla

Since 1991 when the first group of Peace
Corps Volunteers arrived in Bulgaria, more
than 1100 Volunteers have served in more

. than 300 Bulgar.ian towns and villages.:

Currently, 143 . Peace. . Corps

.volunteers work in.the areas of English lan- -

guage education, youth and grassroots com-

munity and organizational development
particularly in wunderserved and remote

communities. '

" The Goals of the Peace Corps
1. To help the people of interested countries in meeting their needs
for trained men and women.
2 ‘To help promote a better understandmg of the Amerlcan people
on the part of the people served.

3 .To help promote a better understandlng of other people

Mission of :Peace-l Corps

Buigaria o

-By combining ‘the Enowledge and talent of people
in Bulgarian communities and organizations with
the skills and energy of Peace Corps Volunteers,
we will be an effective agent of change “and

Bulgaria. e

development at the grassroots level in Bulgaria. -

Just the facts for 2010:

e Current number of Volunteers in December: 143

o Number of individuals assisted in 2010: 13 990

o Number of organizations assisted in 2010 713

. 'Number' of cOmmunities as's_i'ét.ed in 20103 ' , 515'_ o




Peace Corps Bulgaria Programs

Community and Organizational Development
Volunteers in this program help build cooperation at the grassrootslevel. They
encourage collaboration between local governments, nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) entrepreneurs, and civic groups. Volunteers help
communities conduct needs assessments and create programs to address these
needs. They promote volunteerism, assist with local economic development, teach
management and organizational skills, help with environmental education, and

help communities recognize their strengths and assets.

Youth Development

Youth Development volunteers assist Bulgarian non-

governmental organizations, culture centers, youth

centers, institutions for children deprived of parental
care. Training camps, extra curricular educational
programs, sports competitions and health discussions
are only a small piece of the volunteers’ work as part of
Bulgarian teams. Youth Development volunteers’
assistance follows three major directions: a) Direct work
with the children of the community; b) Enhancing the

capacity of the grassroots organizations involved in youth

development and c¢) Support to the whole community’s

work with the children and youths.

Education

English language education is a national priority, as Bulgaria is an EU member

striving to become fully active in the global ecommunity. Peace Corps helps address

this need by providing Volunteer teachers in primary and sécondary schools to help

both students and teachers. Education Volunteers also work ‘on community projécts

including youth camps, adult English courses, and minority community

development. Volunteers work with students. and counterparts to help develop

business skills, to teach computer skills, to promote peer education programs, to

create HIV/AIDS awareness, and to educate youth to prevent human trafficking. .



Commlunit.y and Organ.i'zation-al De.velopm-e.nt P.rogrram-.

Goal 1: - Improved Administrative Capacity in Local Organizations
Goal 2: Increased Environmental Awareness and Involvement
Goal 3: ' Improved Abillty to Succeed in the Market Place

A'ctlvitie"s on Goal 1:
COD Volunteers supported the orgamzat1onal strengthemng of 338 local organ1zat1ons and : .
assisted for the capacity building of their employees in the areas of project des1gr1 and man-
agement of small community projects, information technologies and English language. They
‘helped with establishing and maintaining contacts with donor organizations, assisted with
the implementation of Cross-border cooperation projects, and for the development of local,
regional, nationhal and international partnerships. ° Yo L

Activities on Goal 2:

COD Volunteers and their community
partners organized environmental educa-
tion'prograrrls? eco and scout camps, en-
vironment a_vlfarehess, campaign_s', envi- | o R )
’ - 5 ) . 4 EBPONERCKA 3
ronmental holiday celebrations. They im- N I ;
plemented projects for urban environ- ‘ '
‘ment improvements, took part in bird
monltoring and counting, organized ‘eco .
hikes, discussions and presentations on . §
biodiversity - conservation, took part in
the maintenance of eco-trails and recrea-."
tion locations. '

: Activities on .Goal 3: :
COD Volunteers assisted local organizations with the business documentation in English —
translations of project proposals and reports, international correspondence and web pages,
-organized trainings and gave consultations to entrepreneurs, developed investment profiles,
helped for the development of business skills of local youth, assisted minority representa-
t1ves to start small busmesses developed tour1sm information matenals and products



.Community and Organizational Development Program

Summarized results of the activities in 2010: .

Number of Volunteers:

. Types of pértrier orgaf1izatior'1_s':r

‘50"

municipalities, NGOs, museums, parks,

culture houses, schools, social institutions

Nufnber of people impaéted by.the partnership with COD Progr-afn

Number of organi-
. zations and com- |
munities impacted

by the partnership

eace
orps Males - | Females Males | Females Males Females |Oorganiz|Commu- |
-~ . | above 24 | above 24 | 15.04 ., | 15-24r. | .underl5 | under 15 | ations .| nities
-~ Commu- R RERAE SRR o E
‘nity 448 527 - 1128 | 1068 944 897 338 290
members
Specialists 169 207 27 .19 7 143

It is great to have _someorie to play chess or
basketball with - Boarding School in Zavet

The colleagues in.the office are
‘excited to study English, Samokov

“...We speak different languages, we have different cultures and traditions but there are

much more things that unite us. The most important ones are the willingness to help, to
understand each other, to be helpful.”

Volunteer’s Counterpart from'Belene




,Y'oruth'_'.De've_loprmerl_t Program

Goal 1: Direct work with youth

- doal 2: ' Bu1ld1ng the capaC1ty of youth service prov1ders and youth serv1ng
i | | organ1zat1ons

. Goal 3: '_ et Buﬂdmg parental and Icornmunit'y support for youth deyeIOpment :

Activities on Goal 1:
Together' with their Bulgarian oolleague's YD
volunteers organlzed edueatlonal “after- school
programs sport, recreat1onal and outdoor ac-
~ tivities, thematic, educational and multiethnic
camps, activities and projects. providing behav-
ioral support, to youth, debate clubs,l computer
literacy courses, rernédial classes, enyir'on—
mental projeets, fundraising actlvities.- ' They
taught Englishr to youth of different age & eth-

" nic groups. They also celebrated American and

Bulgarian holidays. .

Activities on Goal 2:
YD Volunteers organized English courses, trainings and seminars for youth service providers
and youth serving organizations, informal demonstrations of various educational games and
act1v1t1es for: use with developmentally delayed students mult1d1sc1p11nary meetlngs to plan :
pI‘OJeCtS for the upcoming year, curr1culum for teachlng leadership through sport to Bulgar— |
ian male youth They created curr1culum and report forms about the progress of ch1ldren :
with special needs and loan program for high-risk families. They worked on restructuring lo-

cal libraries and digitally cataloging the books and on Youth focused grant applications.

: o Act1v1t1es on Goal 3 .

.YD Volunteers orgamzed parentmg workshops Open Door events. for the parents of the ch1l— .
dren in 1nst1tut1ons, art activities and games with the families of children with disabilities,
events involving the whole community, including Special Olympics, youth sports day at the
stadium, a charity football tournament, etc.  Different volunteers were involved in finding

and organizing funding for a fitness room at an orphanage, preparation of the 120 anniver-

sary celebration of the Community Center, project for 1ntegrat1on of children W1th spe01al ek

‘needs into the. larger commumty and restoration of a park.



~Youth .De've,l-opmen.t' P'rogram

Summarized results of the activities in 2010:

e Number of Volunteers:

o Types of partner organizations::.

42

municipalities

" culture jhouses, yéuth centers, NGOs, :

‘orphanages, resource centers, schools,

;t:‘ y

Number of peeple impacted by the partnership with YD Program: 1

Number of organi-
zations and com-
mumtles 1mpacted

Males

€aCE | Males | Females Females Males Females | Organiza | Commu-
OIDS | above 24| above24 15-24 | 15-24r. | under 15 | under 15 tions nities
- Commu- ; : . - . : : - :
nity 38 53 431 + 288 '+ 1542 © 1100 - 121 105 ¢
members : :
Specialists | = 67 196 6 6 ‘9 A

- . It is more fun draw.ing.toge'ther -
- The Youth Center in-Zlatograd: *

Smiling faces in the Day Center for kids

- with disabilities in Kazanlak -

“The Volunteer’s contribution for Day center for kids with disabilities in Kazanluk could not be

described in a few words. Her professional qualifications, excellent knowledge and skills, and
last but not least—her excluswe ab111ty to work w1th kldS with spec1a1 needs let the staff in the :

Day Center receive high quahty trammg

Volunteer’s counterpart from Kazanlak




Education Program
Goal 1: Improve the English language skills and communication in English.

Goal 2: Professional and - personal development of Bulgarian teachers,: youth
: ~and community members : '
Goal 3: Community development and capacity building of schools, - institutions
and minority groups

Activities on Goal 1:
. Volunteers taught English in Bulgarian primary
and secdridary state schodlé, kindergartens.
They organized -Various after s’chooi and. extra-
curricular activities in English: summer school
programs, preparation for TOEFL, IELTS, and
university entry exams, English language clubs
including. essay writing, reading competition, . -
drama clubs performing plays in English.
Volunteers engaged in Adult English classes for
teachers, directors, parents, students, municipal

officials and local business employees , along

.with one-on-one tutoring for interested,commu-

nity members.

Activities on Goal 2:

Volunteers team- teaching with their Bulgarian counterparts is considered an excellent way

of experience exchange and skills transfer. Discussions and exchange of ideas and methods .

. of teaching a foreign language were initiated , and Bulgarian teachers learnt more about
American culture. Volunteers involved community members in organizing and celebrating
various American holidays, and schools were linked to American schools. Discussions on
American politics, history, music were held in the “Friends of America” clubs. Volunteers
organized summer camps, sports activities, baseball teams, anti-AIDS and environmental

education , arts and crafts, etc.

Activities on Goal 3:
Volunteers with their project teams implemented projects to renovate rooms, enhance
libraries, and equip multimedia classrooms. They organized Roma culture clubs, multi
-ethnic summer camps, implemented a 10-week social integration project called” .Cir-
cle of friends"’ where students ébent time working éﬁd playing games With kids with

disabilities.



Education Program

Summarized results of the activities in 2010
e Number of Volunteers: . . . 95

e . Types'of partner organizations: e ‘primary and'see’ondary schools, .
language and professmnal schools,
orphanages culture houses kmdergartens

Number of organi-

' | Number of people 1mpacted by the partnershlp W1th ' | zations and com-
N Coet -Education Program - - . .+ 1 munities impacted "
eace Males | Females | Males | Females Males Females |Organiza | Commu-
orps above 24 | above24 |- 15.04 | 15-24r. | under 15 | under 15 tions nities

, Co_rnmu- : e : U | N | BEE
nity , | 397 1021 | 3535 3272 | 4608 | 5038 | 250 | 120 |
members ' ' ' '
Specialists | 130 601 - 33 53 © 109 ¢ | C 143 |

Enghsh class in the Prlmary School in _ Summer Engllsh Language Academy
' ‘Stolipinovo d1str1ct Plovdiv e ' ‘in Blagoevgrad

“The Volunteers contributes a lot for im-provihg students’ lahguage skills, applyfng a com-
municative approach in their English classes and using authentic materials. Her work is
also useful for increasing students’ intercultural competence. Students learn to be more
tolerant and accept differences in the time spent with the Volunteer in class and after
class’” s :

. Volunteer’s -Counterpar,t_ from Haskovo



'Resj)_on'se Corps '_P:ro'gram'r

Response Corps is a new Peace Corps program in Bulgaria which started in 2010.1t sends

former Peace Corps volunteers (qualified and dedicated volunteers, who have already

served for 2. years in Peace Corps countries around the World) to help dlfferent areas of

Bulgarian development process for the period of 6 months.

Response Corps acts where the country meets specific problems, strengthens and ex-

pands existing Peace Corps programs and develops new ones. Response Corps partners .

with reglonal and local 1nst1tut10ns - 11brar1es youth centers NGOS social 1nst1tut10ns

Activities:

~Together with their partnering organizations,’
volunteers carry out 11brary programs . and
teacher development tra1n1ngs they promote
.and expand Bulgarian scouts-organizations’
network and train scouts leaders, they in-
volve youth in extracurricular or summer
activities, such as - arts and crafts, history
~and Journahsm They consult physmthera—
'plsts who work with spe01al needs kids and
they support the kids’ parents in their 1nd1-

* vidualized family p'lans

Physiotherapy in Karin Dom in Varna

ISurlnlnar'i_zedlre'lsu'lts' of the'laetiv_itjes in 2010:

Number of Volunteers:

Types of partner organizations:

4

Sofia University Institute for training of teachers, Or-

ganization of Bulgarian Scouts — Asenovgrad branch,

Children’s complex in Provadia, Karin Dom (Day
- care center for kids with special needs) — Varna.

Number of specialists im-
| pacted by the partnership

150 teachers, 52 scout leaders, 3 youth act1v1t1es or-

ganizers, 30 physwtheraplsts

pacted by the partnership

Number of kids and youth 50
involved
‘Number of -organizotions im- |4
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cause we commemorate 20 years of Peace Corps in Bulgaria and 50 years from the moment
when President Kennedy first introduced the idea of creating: the organization in an im-
‘promptu election speech before Michigan University students, Since then, Peace Corps Vol- |
unteers have contlnuously built successful and un1que partnersh1ps at the grassroots level,

have developed fr1endsh1ps and have promoted peace and pos1t1ve change in the world. In_ .
i 2011 with a series of events and activities in Bulgaria-we will celebrate these 1mportant an-

20 1 1 is a momentous and festive year for us be-

niversaries*. Here are some of them:

March 2011

+  March. 10th - Open1ng of a photography exhibition in the park in front of the National oo
Theater Called ‘20 years Peace Corps in Bulgaria “ : ' :

*  Start shooting a documentary on the activities of Peace Corps Bulgaria

*  Arrival of the new group of volunteers in Bulgaria

| June 2011 |

-+ Open air concert at the Hristo Botev:square in Vratsa to commemorate the arri-

val of the first group of Volunteers in Bulgaria in June 1991

September 2011

et ~ Volunteer day for the Peace Corps Bnlgaria staff (together with Habitat for Htlrh_anity) R

|| December 2011

* December 5th (Internat1onal Day of Volunteer) _ Official Awards Ceremony and
' presentat1on of the documentary film on the act1v1t1es of Peace Corps Bulgana

*The full calendar of events can be found on peace' Corps Bulgaria website—http:z Zbulgaria.peace'co'r.ps.gov


http://bulgaria.peacecorps.gov/

PEACE CORPS BULGARIA

3l Peace Corps Bulgaria Team



http://bulgaria.peacecorps.gov/

